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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Nineteenth Report — “Parliamentary Inspector’s report on misconduct and related issues in the Corruption and 
Crime Commission” — Tabling 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [2.54 pm]: I present for tabling the nineteenth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “Parliamentary Inspector’s report on misconduct and 
related issues in the Corruption and Crime Commission”. 

[See paper 3002.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: This is an important and timely report prepared by the Parliamentary Inspector of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC, for Parliament on a number of serious allegations 
of misconduct made against officers of the Corruption and Crime Commission. These allegations centre on the 
former operational support unit at the CCC. The parliamentary inspector’s report outlines 23 — 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am just curious why a committee report is being presented at this time when it is 
conventional that they be presented on Thursdays, which is acceptable. 

The SPEAKER: Committee reports can be tabled at any time. I was asked by the Clerk for this report to come 
up today. It is a very short report, from what I understand. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I will have to start again because I cannot remember where I got up to. This is an important 
and timely report prepared by the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, 
Hon Michael Murray, QC, for Parliament on a number of serious allegations of misconduct made against 
officers of the Corruption and Crime Commission. These allegations centre on the former operational support 
unit at the CCC. The parliamentary inspector’s report outlines 23 allegations of misconduct that have been made 
and investigated by WA Police. This has been a very serious situation, if for no other reason than that the 
commission is the key agency in the state’s integrity framework. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Take the conversations outside, please. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: It is understandable that the parliamentary inspector describes the allegations as “among 
the most worrying allegations I have encountered in the short time I have been in office”. The committee first 
became aware of the allegations in September 2013 and since then has been kept informed of developments by 
the parliamentary inspector, and has also gathered information during closed hearings with the parliamentary 
inspector, the CCC and WAPOL. The fact that these allegations are about a number of individuals in the state’s 
highest integrity body is a timely reminder that whenever greater power and discretion are granted to one or 
more individuals, it is essential that that is offset by a proportionate increase in the oversight of them. 

The parliamentary inspector provided this report to the committee on 10 June 2015 after receiving a 
comprehensive report from WAPOL on 27 March 2015. In the intervening period, the parliamentary inspector 
provided a draft copy of his report under section 200 of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act to the CCC 
and five individuals named in the report who are no longer employed by the commission. They were given an 
opportunity to make representations to the parliamentary inspector about the report before he provided it to the 
committee. The committee has faced serious time constraints in reporting to Parliament on this report from the 
parliamentary inspector. The houses are due to rise shortly for the winter recess. The committee has not had 
sufficient time to consider in detail the three recommendations made by the parliamentary inspector and the 
implications of the proposed changes to the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003. The committee makes 
no comment on these recommendations but has recommended to the Attorney General that the government 
provide a response to them. 

I thank the parliamentary inspector, Hon Michael Murray, for his work in compiling this report, noting his stated 
intention to table further supplementary reports in due course. I also thank the parliamentary inspector’s 
executive assistant, Mr Murray Alder, and the CCC commissioners who have provided information to the 
committee over the past 18 months: former Commissioner Roger Macknay, QC, and Acting Commissioners 
Neil Douglas and Christopher Shanahan, SC. I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their input 
on this report: the committee’s chairman, a member for South Metropolitan Region, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC; the 
member for Forrestfield, Mr Nathan Morton, MLA; and a member for South West Region, Hon Adele Farina, 
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MLC. The committee members were ably supported by the committee’s secretariat: Dr David Worth and 
Ms Jovita Hogan. 
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